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What's Happening at
GMS?!?! 
July 21, 2020 SUMMER EDITION 

It is just about time for the 2020-21 school year to begin 
and we couldn't be more excited. �e opportunity to see 
kids again is what we educators have looked forward to 
for so very long. �e faculty and staff at GMS trust you 

are enjoying an amazing summer and hope you find this 
newsletter to be of help! 

Don't forget about InfoSnap and 1st Day Forms 

Per earlier emails and social media, now is the time to complete 1st Day Forms through 

InfoSnap. Families have likely received a letter from RCPS providing a SnapCode to complete 

this process. If so, please use the link below to take care of this important step and ensure 

GMS has up-to-date information for you and your student: 

https://secure.infosnap.com/family/message?code=actionprivate 

Our goal is 100% participation and completion by Monday, August 10th. 

Have a question about InfoSnap and/or your SnapCode? Give us a call! 

https://secure.infosnap.com/family/message?code=actionprivate


  

                
              

     

            
              

               
                 

      

              
            

             
             

       

         

               

              
              

            
    

            
         

Suggested School Supplies 

Lockers will not be distributed at the beginning of the school year in an effort to better 
maintain social distancing guidelines. If you've seen our lockers before, you know they are in 

very close proximity to one another. 

This necessary step prompts another adjustment: students may carry their bookbags from one 

class to the next. Normally, we avoid this possibility to minimize the likelihood of students 

tripping over bags in our classrooms and to better ensure students do not carry too many 

heavy items from one class to the next. We believe we can make bookbags work now that our 
students will attend in two separate groups. 

These adjustments FINALLY lead us to our suggested school supplies. It is important to note 

scienti�c recommendations recommend students carry no more than 10% to 20% of their 
weight at a time. Consequently, we have elected to signi�cantly reduce our suggested school 
supplies list to the following items carried in hand or within each student's bookbag: 

1. School-issued laptop, laptop sleeve, and laptop charger. 

2. Four single-subject notebooks for the classes that particular day. 

3. A single pencil pouch with all related items (pencils, pens, glue stick, small scissors, etc.). 

We will be working diligently to maximize use of school-issued laptops and, as a result, 
minimize the need for school supplies typically requested in years past. For example, the need 

for a calculator has become less important now that calculator functionality is readily 

available through the school-issued laptop. 

Of course, families may elect to include additional, school-related items as deemed necessary 

and based on individual comfort level with the weight carried. 

https://s.smore.com/u/3d5839d08ab534b270e47856a6a54c3d.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/bc4b3e18ff12b90f880c236b65238942.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/3f37317ebc9506c1c7abf141bedf57ee.jpg


    

               
                 

            
              
    

                
              

                  
                 

             
   

            
                  

   

                
        

  
  

  

               

              
               
               

             
            

Business Days? MySchoolBucks? Fees? Schedules? 

GMS typically conducts a Business Day event toward the end of July so families can pay 

laptop fees, join the GMS PTO, purchase a gym suit (if desired), and pick up an initial student 
schedule. Of course, our situation has changed dramatically requiring us to make adjustments 

to our processes. Hopefully, the list of questions and answers below will help you navigate 

the adjustments we have made. 

What fees exist for middle school students? The only fee at the middle school level is the 

laptop fee. It is $50 for the year or $25 for students receiving free/reduced lunch. 

So, I don't have to purchase a gym suit for my student? Gym suits have not been mandatory for 
many years. That said and unlike past years, we have decided not to sell gym suits this year. 
Students have successfully worn appropriate attire brought from home and we will continue in 

that direction for now. 

Are laptop payments still being accepted through MySchoolBucks? Absolutely. This is an easy 

way to take care of the laptop fee, but it is important to know fee is charged for the 

convenience of this tool. 

May I mail a check to the school instead of using MySchoolBucks? Certainly. Feel free to send 

your check made payable to Glenvar Middle School to: 

Glenvar Middle School 
4555 Malus Drive 

Salem, VA 24153 

Does this mean Business Day has been cancelled? Not at all. But, we have made adjustments. 

So, what might be the biggest adjustment? The distribution of student schedules is a big 

change to share at this time. Rather than encouraging a whole host of Highlanders visit the 

building, as well as lots of physical contact with paper schedules, we plan to make student 
schedules available through StudentVUE. We are working with our central o�ce on this task 

and plan to make this information available to you as quickly as possible. 

https://s.smore.com/u/60f1ecc8dbc328f4eddf314ad677ace2.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/eb858730af2d874ed96bcb84271ccd95.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/e57804264a9e90148e74cde96a3da626.jpg


                
               

                 
     

        
        
        

               
     

                  
  

       

                
 

                  
              

      

                  
           

             
              

I understand schedules will not be available as usual during Business Day, but I still prefer to 

come to the school to pay the laptop fee. What are my options? Business Day opportunities 

have been crafted for each grade level. Families who prefer to stop by the school may do so 

on the following dates and times: 

6th grade: Tuesday, July 28th from 3pm to 6pm 

7th grade: Wednesday, July 29th from 3pm to 6pm 

8th grade: Thursday, July 30th from 3pm to 6pm 

Are there any safety procedures we need to follow if we come to the appropriate Business 

Day? Yes, and here you go: 

1. Business Day for each grade level will take place in our main gym to assist with the practice 

of social distancing. 

2. All visitors must wear a facial covering. 

3. Visitors should be limited to minimize the number of people in the building as well as 

potential contacts. 

4. Families should plan to park in the large bus lot just behind the school and nearest our back 

entrance. The remainder of the building will not be open and, therefore, entering through the 

front of the building is not possible. 

5. Once in the building, please follow directions given as we will try to get families in and out 
of the building as quickly as possible while also maintaining social distancing. 

Last question: what about 6th graders and new student orientation? Great question and thank 

you for asking. Those details are provided in the next section of our summer newsletter. 



     

                
              

            
               

               
                 

                
       

       

  
             

  
  

  
             

  
  

  
             

  
  

  
             

  
  

             
              

               
                

   

              
                

             

6th Grade and New Student Orientation 

6th Grade and New Student Orientation is a very important part of our process for helping new 

students feel as comfortable as possible with their new environment. Of course, we have to 

make signi�cant adjustments this year in response to social distancing guidelines and general 
safety. Orientation will be broken into four smaller groups of students and is set for August 
19th and August 20th. 6th graders and new students will begin orientation in our Forum Hall 
where Mr. Whitlow and staff will talk about the school year, what it means to be a Highlander, 
and more. From there, students will be broken into even smaller groups for a detailed tour of 
the building with our amazing 6th grade teachers. 

Here is the speci�c schedule for your bene�t: 

Wednesday, August 19th 

Group 1: students whose last names begin with "Ack" through students whose last names 

begin with "Com" 
9am to 10am 

Wednesday, August 19th 

Group 2: students whose last names begin with "Cou" through students whose last names 

begin with "Ing" 
10:30am to 11:30am 

Thursday, August 20th 

Group 3: students whose last names begin with "Jen" through students whose last names 

begin with "Per" 
9am to 10am 

Thursday, August 20th 

Group 4: students whose last names begin with "Pett" through students whose last names 

begin with "Zimm" 
10:30am to 11:30am 

Regrettably, we will be unable to include our parents and guardians in these orientation 

sessions due to current guidelines and restrictions. But, Mr. Whitlow will be sending out the 

presentation as well as a walk-through video of the school a few days before the orientation 

sessions. He will also include a link for parents to submit questions they may have speci�c to 

the start of school. 

We will also use orientation as an excellent opportunity to build meaningful routines related to 

safety. Thank you, in advance, for making sure your student has a facial covering. We will be 

sure to have extras on hand just in case a facial covering is forgotten. 



      

                
           

                
               

               
              

          
          

       
          

          

             
          

                
               

       

            

What will school look like next year? 

As is the case with other RCPS middle schools, students have the option of participating in a 

blended instructional model where students receive instruction both in-person and remotely or 
they may elect for 100% online instruction. In the case of the former, GMS students will be 

divided into two groups and will attend school in-person two days a week in spread out 
classroom spaces. Students in the same household will be on the same schedule as much as 

is possible. These students will receive online instruction three days a week on the following 

schedule: 

Mondays: Group 1 (A Day) in-person instruction, Group 2 online instruction 

Tuesdays: Group 2 (A Day) in-person instruction, Group 1 online instruction 

Wednesday: Group 1 and Group 2 online instruction 

Thursdays: Group 1 (B Day) in-person instruction, Group 2 online instruction 

Fridays: Group 2 (B Day) in-person instruction, Group 1 online instruction 

Our 100% online instruction students will also receive instruction from their GMS teachers but 
in the remote learning environment. As mentioned throughout the summer, learning 

experiences for all students will not look like those encountered at the end of the last school 
year. RCPS has worked diligently to prepare for the start of the school year and that 
preparation will continue well into the school year. 

Additional details related to these opportunities can be found using the following link: 
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https://www.rcps.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1412 

https://www.rcps.us/cms/lib/VA01818713/Centricity/ModuleInstance/8997/2020-
2021returntoschoolplan.pdf 

We look forward to seeing you soon! Don't hesitate to call 
us if you have questions! 

https://www.rcps.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1412
https://www.rcps.us/cms/lib/VA01818713/Centricity/ModuleInstance/8997/2020-2021returntoschoolplan.pdf
https://s.smore.com/u/b648417c8dadd6fe530ff597f40724bb.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/490a3cf2f20ea501c3bef0821f53ea96.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/83e8aabb03bec1b19ebebf88153390d0.jpg
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2-f~I 
Get Connected. Get Answers. 

Share concerns about 
your classmates or 

school safety. 

EMAIL, CALL oR TEXT 

speakup@student.rcps.us 

540-595-0706 

+ Students in crisis + Other urgent situations 

In need of resources to support rent, food, tax 
preparation? Check out Virginia 2-1-1 for help. 

Virginia 2-1-1 is a wonderful resource for �nding support services across a wide range of 
needs. 

https://www.211virginia.org/consumer/index.php
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